New Zealand Day 4

Today we visited a Maori complex with a church and meeting house.  Those are the first pictures you see.  Next, we visited the museum in Rotorua.  This beautiful Tudor structure was once a health sanatorium where the wealthy came from all over the world to bathe in the hot springs water and take supposedly healing mud baths.  In the same complex today there are still hot baths, but the structure is now a museum where one can tour the downstairs pipes and furnace, see the remnants of rooms and various kinds of baths as well as learn about the heroism of Maori soldiers in WWI.

We arrived around 10 a.m. and were the only two for a docent tour of this museum.  Included in the price of admission is a film about the volcano that erupted in the early 20th century that wiped away the pink and white terraces formed from the hot springs.  The theater is “rigged”  with seats that quake when the earthquake erupts – sort of like a Universal Studio ride which makes the 20-minute movie even more fun.  (See also http://www.thebuttkicker.com/)  In all this was a “moving” experience. 

After the museum we went to Wai-O-Tapu thermal wonderland where we took a 45 minute walk through a myriad of hot springs and bubbling mud.  It isn’t nearly as spectacular as Yellowstone, but interesting nonetheless and smelly.  Not as much of a rotten egg odor as just slightly sulphuric.  That smell permeates much of the air all around Rotorua.

When we left this morning it was gray and drizzling.  When we returned to the B&B this afternoon the sun was out and we were able to get pictures of the B&B – some of it – and the birds on the lake right next to the B&B.  There are ducks and black swans and further out there are cormorants sitting on a rock.  Glad we could get these photos since the weather has been dicey for the past couple of days.  Temperature is very pleasant, not too cold or too warm.
Dinner tonight was at Bistro 1284 where we had good lamb and beef.  

Tomorrow we’re off to Napier.  

